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4. CIRCULAR LETTER FOR LIGHT HORSEMEN.
Mr Secretaries warrant for stamping of certain letters.
Elizabeth, by the grace of God [&c.], To our trusty and
right well beloved Councillor, Sir William Cecil, Knight, our
principal Secretary. Forasmuch as we have by advice of our
council resolved and accorded to direct our letters under our
signet being in ycmr custody to sundry knights, esquires and
others of ability in diverse shires of our realm, for to command
them to put in order and furniture certain horsemen ... as
more at large may appear by the tenour of our said letters, the
copy whereof . . . hereafter also followeth, We . . . have adjudged
necessary that . . . the number hereafter following shall be by
you . . . signed with our stamp . . . and afterward shall be
sealed with our signet, and so expedited for our more speedy
service . ..

The tenour of the letter.

Trusty and well beloved, we greet you well. Forasmuch as
we have necessary occasion to levy certain numbers of horsemen
to serve us in the noith parts of our realm, as well for demi-
lances as for light horsemen, wherein we are to require^ as
reason is, the aid of our good and faithful subjects in sundry
shires of our realm ; having well considered the ability of such
persons as do remain or have their possessions in that shire,
meet for that purpose, with assurance also of their good wills
to serve us and our crown, we have made choice of you, and
require and therewith also charge you that with all speed
possible you put in a readiness one able man and a horse or
able gelding fully furnished with armour, weapon and all other
things requisite to serve in the wars as a demi-lance or light
horseman ; and the same to send away in company with others
in that shire in such sort as, accounting the distance of the place
from whence he shall depart, he may be in gcod and serviceable
sort at uur city of York before the first or fourth day of April
next; and there shall be paid unto him money for his coat and
conduct. And we assure you that the horse and armour, after
service done, shall be safely returned unto you, if in service the
same perish not, or that the fault be not in the horseman
himself. And for further instruction how you shall arm and